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José Protasio Rizal Mercado y Realonda, widely known as José Rizal (Spanish pronunciation: [xo?seri?sal];
June 19, 1861 — December 30, 1896), was a Filipino nationalist and polymath during the tail end of the Spanish
colonial period of the Philippines.For more interesting stories, please check out our latest book, “FilipiKnow:
Amazing Facts & Figures Every Pinoy Must Know.” Jose Rizal needs no introduction. He s, after all, the
country’ s quintessential patriotic hero. And unlike other forgotten superstars of the Revolution, Jose Rizal’ sJose
Rizal and the Spoliarium. At a gathering of Filipino expatriatesin Madrid, Jose Rizal enthusiastically toasted
the triumphs his two compatriots had achieved, the other being Félix Hidalgo who won a silver medal, calling it
"“fresh proof of racial equality”.As one respected Filipino historian once said, "Jose Rizal is everywhere yet heis
nowhere." Let'slook back at the life of this oft taken-for-granted hero.



